These management concepts are applicable to municipal solid waste systems as they pertain to the myriad types of plans that solid waste systems should be managing. These plans include the broad areas of long range strategic plans, emergency planning for prevention of and intervention in disasters as well as employee health and safety plans and plans for educating the public on waste collection and disposal of waste accepted by the system.
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The effectiveness of these plans ensures that the solid waste system is positioned to respond to the dynamic operating environment. Thus protecting the system to ensure sufficient funds to operate, maintain, improve the system and repay all debts. This ability is represented by the credit rating. Letters denoting the credit quality represents the credit rating. Investment grade credit ratings ranged from the lowest "BBB"
